
To make a positive 
impact on your soil 
health, consider:
•	Residue management
•	Cover crops
•	Prescribed grazing
•	Nutrient management
•	Crop rotations

Consider these 
programs for 
assistance:
EQIP, AMA, CSP  

To protect and 
improve water 
quality, consider:
•	Nutrient management
•	Integrated pest 
management

•	Crop rotation
•	Filter strips
•	Riparian buffers
•	Wetland restoration

Consider these 
programs for 
assistance:
EQIP, AMA, CSP, 
ACEP

To maximize crop 
production, 
prevent nutrient 
loss and protect 
natural resources 
and water quality, 
consider:
•	Waste storage 
structures and lagoons

•	Nutrient management
•	Compost facilities
•	Waste treatment
•	Prescribed grazing

Consider these 
programs for 
assistance:
EQIP 

To improve forage 
quality, control 
invasive species, and 
conserve habitat, 
consider:
•	Prescribed grazing
•	Pest management
•	Prescribed burning
•	Watering facilities
•	Brush management

Consider these 
programs for 
assistance:
EQIP, CSP, CRP, ACEP

To enhance, restore, 
manage, and protect 
fish and wildlife 
habitat, consider:
•	Upland/Wetland habitat 
management

•	Wetland creation and 
restoration

•	Forest stand improvement
•	Stream habitat 
improvement

•	Prescribed grazing
•	Tree/Shrub establishment

Consider these 
programs for 
assistance:
EQIP, ACEP, CSP, 
HFRP

To restore and 
protect forest 
resources and 
improve habitat, 
consider:
•	Tree planting
•	Forest stand 
improvement, thinning

•	Prescribed burning
•	Tree/Shrub 
establishment

Consider these 
programs for 
assistance:
EQIP, HFRP, CSP

To improve air quality 
and conserve energy, 
consider:
•	Residue management 
•	Dust control
•	Cover crops
•	Conservation buffers
•	Windbreak/Shelterbelt 
planting

•	Tree planting
•	Energy audits

Consider these 
programs for 
assistance:
EQIP, AMA, CSP

To reduce soil 
movement and 
nutrient runoff, and 
mitigate the effects 
of erosion from 
agricultural lands, 
consider:
•	Grassed waterways
•	Residue management
•	Grassed riparian buffers
•	Grade stabilization 
structures

•	Contour buffer strips
•	Shelterbelts
•	Windbreaks
•	Field stripcropping
•	Prescribed grazing

Consider these 
programs for assistance:
EQIP, AMA, CSP    

Conservation programs for your land, watershed, and community

Improving air quality and 
conserving energy 

For More Information
Visit www.nrcs.usda.gov,
or find your local USDA Service Center at
http://offices.usda.gov

Conserving and 
improving soil health

Conserving water 
resources

To protect your 
streams and rivers, 
as well as wildlife 
habitat, consider:
•	Riparian buffers
•	Filter strips
•	Stream crossings
•	Stream bank stabilization/
Shoreline protection

•	Wetland restoration, 
creation and protection

Consider these 
programs for 
assistance:
EQIP, AMA, CSP, 
ACEP

Protecting waterways from 
erosion and degradation

Establishing 
wildlife habitat

Managing 
forest landsManaging grazing landsManaging manureCurbing erosion

2014 FARM BILL: WHAT’S IN IT FOR YOU?

private lands for wildlife-
dependent recreation, such as 
hunting, fishing, or birding.

Your Conservation Plan 

The NRCS staff is available to help 
you define resource concerns on your 
land and identify assistance 
opportunities available through Farm 
Bill programs. NRCS conservation 
professionals are available in nearly 
every county across the country and 
can help you develop a conservation 
plan based on your natural resource 
and operation goals. Through the 
conservation planning process, NRCS 
staff can identify and explain the 
Farm Bill programs that best match 
your natural resource objectives. 

Financial Assistance

All programs include Federal funds to 
assist with the costs associated with 
conservation activities. This assistance 
ranges from payments for 
conservation easements to financial 
assistance to help participants 
implement specific conservation 
practices on the land. 

Power of Partnerships

NRCS works with many partners to 
deliver conservation services and 
programs, such as local conservation 
districts, State natural resource and 
agriculture departments, producer 
cooperatives, and nongovernmental 
conservation organizations. These 
partners provide technical assistance, 
leverage the Federal investment, and 
help accelerate getting conservation 
on the ground.

What’s in it for you?

The 2014 Farm Bill provides America’s 
farmers, ranchers, and non-industrial forest 
landowners a package of voluntary 
programs for conserving natural resources. 
Technical and financial assistance helps 
agricultural producers implement 
conservation practices and activities that 
protect our waters, promote soil health, 
enhance wildlife habitat, improve air quality, 
and conserve energy. This guide introduces 
the conservation assistance available from 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
through the Farm Bill.

What’s new?

•	 Easement programs are consolidated 
into a single new Agricultural 
Conservation Easement Program 
(ACEP) with separate components for 
protecting wetlands and agricultural 
lands.

•	 The Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program (EQIP) includes more 
opportunities for wildlife habitat 
development and conservation and 
continues support for organic 
producers.

•	 The Conservation Stewardship Program 
(CSP) expands enrollment eligibility to 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 
land that is in the last year of a CRP 
contract and lands enrolled in ACEP 
Agricultural Land Easements (formerly 
Farm and Ranch Lands Protection 
Program); and removes acreage 
limitations for forest land.

•	 Local expertise and partner networks 
extend conservation dollars further 
through the new Regional Conservation 
Partnership Program (RCPP).

•	 The Voluntary Public Access and Habitat 
Incentive Program (VPA-HIP) provides 
grants to State governments and Indian 
tribes to increase public access to 




